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AHEM Governmental Relations

   
Legislator Visits Notes 2008
Time Line

Week of August 28th: Send out invitations 
Week of September 10th: Start legislator follow-up calls, schedule specific teachers

Week of September 17th: Write instructions for teachers, send out confirmations, gather background info on key messages and specific legislators, and keep scheduling
Week of September 24th: Finish legislator follow-up calls and schedule specific teachers

Week of October 1st : Begin legislator visits, letters to the editor, and follow-ups with teachers
Week of October 15th (or whichever week has a few visits):  Send out press release showing off visits
Week of November 27th : Finish project, send out letters to the editor on no-shows if needed, 
Invitation

September 3rd, 2007

Dear Representative/ Senator ______________

Happy Labor Day!  As we celebrate the beginning of a new school year, and grieve a bit for the end of summer, we would like to invite you to visit our classrooms.  

Each legislator that represents the Anoka Hennepin school district has expressed their commitment to a quality education for our students.  We share your goal and would like to help you in this effort by inviting you to spend a day with one of our members. Our members are excited to both share our day to day experiences with you as well as hear your priorities for our schools. Of all the political activities our members have participated in, this is their favorite.

One of the luxuries of being the largest school district in the state is that virtually everything happening in education in Minnesota can be found somewhere in our district.  For those of you who have not been in school for awhile, we'd like to offer you an easy way to experience a range of education issues firsthand.  For those of you who are very familiar with our schools, we would like the challenge of showing you something new.

We will follow up with a telephone call to find a time in the next week or two to find a way to connect.  If it is easier for you, feel free to email us at ahem@anoka.k12.mn.us or call Amy at 763.232.3602.  We hope you will accept our invitation - we would love to share our life's work with you.  

Sincerely,

Julie Blaha

Jill Stoltenburg

Amy Sundem


  Sandra Skaar

           

AHEM Governmental Relations Chairs



AHEM President
***Include a handwritten message on the side of the page to each specific legislator like - "Debbie - we have a teacher at Blaine who would love to have you visit - we hope you can make it!" or "Denise - a group of our Adult Basic Ed teachers have asked if you would like to visit them - we hope you can make it!"

Email Pitch to Members

Host a Legislator

The most powerful tool we have in communicating with local elected leaders is our day-to-day experience with our students.  Before the next legislative session which begins in March, we'd like to get as many of our local legislators as possible into our classrooms.

We are not talking about breeze in, read a book, take a picture, and take off kind of visit.  We are talking about get there when we do, eat lunch in 16 minutes, no bathroom break until prep, hall duty, paperwork, big classes with lots of special needs, stay until we leave, real day in the life of an educator.

We'd like to showcase a wide range of school experiences - everything from regular ed classrooms to Adult Basic Education to the nurse's office to Early Childhood to alternative schools to counseling and beyond.  We will make the connection with legislators and provide support for the day, you provide the opportunity.

Email us at ahem@anoka.k12.mn.us if you or a group of you at your site are interested in hosting a legislator.  Feel free to let us know of colleagues who would provide a good experience as well. 

Let's show them what it's really like out here.

Julie Blaha, Jill Stoltenburg, Amy Sundem
AHEM Governmental Relations Chairs
Instructions for Teachers
Thank you for hosting a legislator on ___________________!  This is the best way for us to communicate the joys and challenges of our work with those who impact it so greatly.  Try to give them as realistic experience as you can.  Don’t feel you need to have a bunch of facts, figures, and specifics on education policy.  Your real work is more compelling than any of that.

Before we confirm with legislator:  Check in with your principal or supervisor about the visit.  Most principals are excited to have a legislator visit, and it is a basic courtesy to let them know when a big shot is in the building.  Let us know if there are any problems here and we can reschedule if needed.
1 week before visit:  Call legislator and confirm visit.  Introduce yourself, let them know what to expect (how they should dress, when they should show up and when the day ends, what kinds of students they will work with, etc.) and ask if there is anything specific they would like to do that day.

2 days before visit: Remind legislator and principal of the visit with a quick email or message.

Morning of visit:  Meet legislator at the door and briefly introduce him or her to the site.  Consider providing them the same kind of information you would give a substitute covering your position or visiting parent.

During the visit:  Give them as much of the full experience of your day as possible.  Please take a few pictures of the legislator in action – they love having pictures of them being a good representative.  We won’t use any of the photos in publication without getting permission from those in the picture.
Within 1 week after visit:  Send thank you letter to legislator and email a letter to the editor.   Finish by letting Amy know how it went and if the legislator asked for additional information on any topic.
Thanks again for your help and let us know if we can be of any further assistance,

Julie Blaha, Jill Stoltenburg, Amy Sundem
AHEM Governmental Relations Chairs
Letters to the Editor

Opening

I want to publicly thank 

I was lucky enough to have ____ visit my classroom last week.

Hook

This wasn't just a waltz in, read a book, take a picture, and rush off kind of visit.

I've seen politicians just fly in for a twenty minute photo opportunity with some students and claim they understand what's going on in our schools.

Suck Up

_______ took the time to experience an entire day as an educator, from bus duty to last bell.

Issue

With approximately 40% of our state budget dedicated to K-12 funding and much of the debate at the capitol centered on education funding, we believe our area legislators have a responsibility to investigate an understand the impact of the decisions they make in St. Paul.

Close

Thank you _______ for taking the time to truly understand what it's really like in the classroom.

Press Release
PRESS RELEASE:                                                   



Contact:  Julie Blaha
For immediate Release






763.438.3527 (cell)
September 24th, 2006







763.421.9110 (office)










julieblaha@aol.com
It’s Back to School for Local Legislators
Members of Anoka Hennepin Education Minnesota (AHEM), the union representing over 3000 teachers and similarly licensed personnel in the Anoka-Hennepin school district, have invited local legislators to spend a day in the classroom with them.  Each legislator that represents the Anoka Hennepin school district has expressed their commitment to a quality education for our students.  AHEM members share this goal and would like to help local leaders in this effort by sharing their classroom experiences. 
Julie Blaha, AHEM Governmental Relations Chair, described the benefits of the program, “One of the luxuries of being the largest school district in the state is that virtually everything happening in education in Minnesota can be found somewhere in our district.  By spending a day with us, legislators have a unique opportunity to see how their decisions affect the classroom firsthand.”
Amy Sundem added, “This is by far the most popular political activities for our members.  Virtually everything that happens in a classroom goes through a political process at some point.  We appreciate the chance to share the joys and challenges of our work with those who have so much influence over it.”
The following legislators have already scheduled visits to Anoka Hennepin classrooms:
(list names, dates, times, and locations of visits)

Legislator Visits Article for the Update from 2006

I want to extend a special thanks to our members who were willing to host a legislator.  We were lucky enough to have more interest than legislators.   By allowing legislators to experience their day, __________, helped our elected leaders better understand what it's really like on the front lines of education.

Though a few legislators were not able to participate due to mulltiple districts extending the same request, only one legislator turned down our invitation out right.  Senator Debbie Johnson (senate district 51, which includes Ham Lake, Andover, and parts of Coon Rapids) said that she didn't need to visit a classroom since she had worked as a special ed para in the past.  When it was pointed out that we had other legislators in a similar situation, even one who currently works as a substitute teacher in our district, taking the opportunity to stay current or to explore areas outside their experience, she replied "I'm not interested and don't have the time anyway."
Tim Maaske described his experience hosting Senator Don Betzold at Blaine High School,  “It was great - I think that we need to get our legislators in our classrooms more often.  It gave us a chance to give him our concerns while getting input for students and administration as well.  He's a big supporter of ours - that was good to see.  A lot of times just the time to visit and get to know each other really shows the importance of communication, this is something we need to do more often.  Just to have a dialogue to and to visit, we get the opportunity to share the good things going on and the opportunities we face, while seeing where they are coming from.”

Lori Schuetzle commented on hosting Senator Leo Foley in her early childhood special education classroom, “I appreciate how long he actually stayed in the classroom so he could a feel for what it's really like to be in the classroom and what the students needs are.”  Representative Melissa Hortmann seemed to have gotten that feel when she asked, “When do you get to eat?”

Kathy Tingelstad said of her experience in Lori Haldorson’s math class, “That was really awesome - I really enjoyed it.  It was a really helpful and informative day for me.”
Senator Don Betzold seemed to get an added benefit from the day.  He told tech ed teacher Tim Nestrud, “I am banned from power tools at home, so I thoroughly enjoyed participating in a woodworking class.”
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Betzold gets ‘up close and personal’ at Blaine High School

Posted: 2/16/06, Subscriptions

by Peter Bodley, Managing editor

Local legislators have been getting an up close and personal look at life in area schools.

Anoka Hennepin Education Minnesota has embraced a statewide Education Minnesota program to encourage state legislators to spend time in schools.

This is not a brief visit to a school for a photo opportunity, but rather a chance for legislators to spend an entire day at a school, according to Judy Blaha, Jackson Middle School teacher and Anoka Hennepin Education Minnesota political director.

Legislators have been sitting in on classes in schools at various grade levels and at times actively participating in class activities, Blaha said.

In addition, they have been eating lunch with students, touring the schools and meeting with staff, she said.

“It is a chance for legislators to experience a full day in school,” Blaha said.

“They can see the nuts and bolts of school life.”

To date, Sen. Don Betzold, DFL-Fridley, and Rep. Kathy Tingelstad, R-Andover, have each spent a day at Blaine High School, while Rep. Melissa Hortman, DFL-Brooklyn Park, was at Jackson Middle School and Sen. Leo Foley, DFL-Coon Rapids, visited District 11’s Early Childhood Special Education Center.

Sen. Satveer Chaudhary, DFL-Fridley, was at Adams Elementary School, Coon Rapids, for the school day Feb. 11.

Chaudhary started his day in Heather Larson’s kindergarten room, then spent time in second- , fourth- and fifth-grade classes.

He also served lunch to students, ate with them and toured the lunchroom facility.

“We made no special plans for the senator’s visit,” said Adams Principal Nancy Leba.

“This was an opportunity for him to see the happenings of a normal school day in reading, writing and other subjects.”

“It was welcome to our world day to give the senator a better understanding of how our school functions when he is considering education legislation.”

According to Blaha, other legislators, including Reps. Denise Dittrich, DFL-Champlin, and Andy Westerberg, R-Blaine, will be taking part in the program in future weeks.
Match-Ups (Snapshot in Progress from 2006)

Sen. Warren Limmer (32):

LM, Border

Sen. Linda Scheid (46):


LM,  2-3, 2-6, 2-7, 2-10, 2-13/16, emailed Patty Hoffman

Sen. Leo Foley (47):


Eric Resland assistant, ECSE, Feb 9, emailed ECSE

Sen. Mike Jungbauer (48): 

LM, Dave Carlson, STEP

Sen. Debbie Johnson (49):

No, since she was a special ed para, she feels she has a good handle on 






everything and is getting too busy.  Didn't know who I was, thinks she's only met 






me once, didn't know what AHEM is.

Sen. Satveer Chaudhary (50):

LM, call office for dates, Adams, magnet, his district, 2-6 to 2-10

Sen. Don Betzold (51):


LM, R, any, 1-23, 1-25, 1-26, 1-27, 1-30, 1-31, Maaske

Rep. Joyce Peppin (32A):

Border, no
Rep. Debra Hilstrom (46B):

C, email

Rep. Denise Dittrich (47A):

ECFE, 1-23, 1-24, 1-30, 2-1, 2-2

Rep. Melissa Hortmann (47B):

LM, returned, 612.386.4808, 1-19, 1-25, 1-30, 2-1, 2-13, 2-15, 2-17, earlier the 






Better, high school students AP, math science team at Jackson, 

Rep. Tom Hackbarth (48A):

LM

Rep. Jim Abeler (48B):


LM, C, email

Rep. Chris DeLaForest (49A):

C, email

Rep. Kathy Tingelstad (49B):

LM, returned 763.422.0202, Math, Wed. 25th, Lori Haldorson

Rep. Barb Goodwin (50A):

LM, Border

Rep. Andy Westerberg (51A):

763.754.1600, 763.757.5097; Becky, Thurs. 26th, Friday 27th,

 




After February 6th-10th, emailed Becky, Feb 7th and Feb 10th
Rep. Connie Bernardy (51B):

LM, R, Border, no

Teachers

1. Heather Cotter, Andover Elementary

2. Michael Watson, CRHS Orchestra

3. Lorie Schuetzle, ECSE

4. Suzanne Quinn-McDonald, ECSE

5. Patty Hoffman, FMMS Science

6. Lisa Newberger, Franklin Teachers

7. Lori Haldorson, BHS Math

8. Richard Mack, RMS Counselor

9. Becky Groseth, RMS Math

10. Vicki Czerwinski, ECFE

11. John Belpedio, AHS Social

12. Barb Rice et. al., BHS 

13. Tim Maaske, BHS

14. Janet Dixon, ABE

15. Sue Olson, University Avenue

16. Tim Nestrud, (763) 755-0293

Nominations:

17. Joyce Spehar, Evergreen Phy Ed (Roxie Stone)

18. Carol Fuller, ABE (Janet Dixon)

19. Paul Volker, AHS (Belpedio for DeLaForest)

