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     Coffee & Politics



     Setting the Tone for the Session 
Purpose
Our goal with this meeting is to make a good first connection with legislators for the year, get to know them better, let them know we are available to help them better understand education issues, and let them know how much we value our union.  

Procedure
*  Set an appointment to meet with a legislator on the weekend or after school

*  Confirm appointment with legislator


*  Notify members who live in that legislators district about the meeting 


*  Email at school 



*  Send Evite to home emails



*  Phone those who haven’t RSVP’d in the order of level of activism


*  Conduct an informal meeting between the legislator and educators

*  Record the discussion at the meeting and follow-up on any requests


*  Thank the legislator for attending personally and publicize to the membership



*  Send thank you card



*  Ask attending member to write a letter to the editor for their local paper

Materials
*  Legislator background information

*  Appointment setting suggestions


*  Member list


*  Evite account


*  Meeting agenda


*  ED MN Lobby Day legislator materials or other issue papers

*  Summary Form


*  Expense reimbursement
Targeted
We plan to target the following legislators.  The number that follows each name in 

Legislators
parenthesis is the number of AHEM members who live in that legislator's district, and helps us determine the level of priority of setting a meeting.


32
Warren Limmer (R) 67
48B
Jim Abeler (R) 267

32A
Joyce Peppin (R) 67

49
Debbie Johnson (R) 568

46
Linda Scheid (D) 36

49A
Chris Delaforest (R) 311



46B
Debra Hilstrom (D)
36
49B
Kathy Tingelstad (R) 257

47
Leo Foley (D) 362

50
Satveer Chaudhary (D) 34

47A
Denise Dittrich (D)
220
50A
Barb Goodwin (D) 34

47B
Melissa Hortmann (D) 142
51
Don Betzold (D) 200

48
Mike Jungbauer (R)
341
51A
Andy Westerberg (R) 143

48A
Tom Hackbarth (R)
74
51B
Connie Bernardy (D) 57



Legislator: ______________________________________________
District: _____________
Date:_______   Time:_______   Location:__________________  Lead Member:____________
Attendees:

Topics Discussed:

Items that need follow-up:

Comments:
Thank you for supporting our students and colleagues!

Suggestions for Making the Call
Introduction
Hi!  My name is ________ and I am calling from Anoka Hennepin Education Minnesota. I am following up on a letter we sent inviting you to meet with our members.  Did you receive that letter?
Purpose
We are wondering if you could find some time to meet with teachers who live in our district for about an hour to talk about education issues.  
Procedure
We could get together at a place like (Perkins, Caribou, Panera, Billy's…) on the weekend or in the evening - at a time when we are all off work (insert your favorite we-are-both-overworked-when-would-that-be? type of joke here).  It would be great if you had some time yet in December or in January.
Ask
When would be a good time to get together for you?

Close
So, to confirm, we'll be meeting at _____________ on _____________ at ________ o'clock until (half an hour later).  I'll let our members know about that right away and call the (location) and set it up.  If you need to get a hold of me for any reason, please call me at the AHEM office at 763-421-9110.

Thank You
Thank you so much for taking the time to talk with us.  See you on __________!

Responses to Questions

Who else will 
After we set a time, we will send it out to the other Education Minnesota members in our  

there?
district - it won't be just me.

How soon can
So we can get the word out to our members, we'd like to set something up for next week or 
we meet?
within a couple of weeks after that.

What will we 
We'd like to get to know you better and hear what your education priorities are.  We'd also 
talk about?
like to talk about how we can help you on these issues.  If there is a specific item you would like to address, let me know and we'll get some information together on that.

I can't/won't
I understand how busy you must be.  Many of our teachers are very concerned about what is
meet
happening in education this session, is there some other way we could get together?


Introductions
Members say where, what they teach and for how long.  Include an opening question idea.  Ask legislator for the standard introduction they repeated countless times while campaigning.
Opening
What is the most important issue facing education right now?

Question Ideas
Which education issues are you most interested in?


What do you remember about school?

What is the biggest challenge in your school?


Describe your favorite part of being an educator/legislator.


What's one thing you wished legislators/educators knew about your work?
State Purpose
We hope to get to know them better and let them know how we can help them work on education issues.
Set Agenda
Ask attendees to list topics they'd like to discuss today.  See if they can be grouped into larger categories.
Discuss Issues
Facilitate discussion of topics listed.  After 10 minutes on a topic, you may want to switch to next idea.  Watch out for members who are very passionate on an issue having trouble keeping their comments short.  You may need to help them summarize if they go too long.
Discuss Our
Ask what kind of support would they like on education issues.
Relationship 
Tell them about some things we have to offer:  


*  Facts and figures on education policies and funding



*  Perspective on how statewide issues affect our local schools



*  Opinions from in-the-trenches, everyday, frontline teachers



*  Help in publicizing issues and the contributions of our local legislators

Explain how we are structured for political action: 



*  Our GR Committee puts forth legislative priorities and organizes member activities 
*  Our Legislative Contacts provide a direct link to our resources and liason to members



*  Our Representative Assembly and Exec Board approve and help carry out decisions 
*  We send out regular alerts and updates to our entire membership
Close the
Confirm any items that we will follow-up on.

Meeting
Thank the legislator for talking the time to meet with us.


November 18th, 2006
Dear Representative/ Senator ______________

We hope you are enjoying this short interlude between the elections and the next legislative session.  As educators, we are enjoying the short break between the first flurry of final grades and the busy standardized testing season.  We are looking forward to working with you this year, one that promises to be exciting and full of opportunity.

To kick off the year, we invite you to have a cup of coffee with us.

Over the past two years, groups of local teachers have been meeting with a few legislators in coffee shops and restaurants to discuss education issues.  The teachers who attended those meetings enjoyed the opportunity to talk with their senators and representatives in a relaxed atmosphere.  They were impressed by how much they learned and how approachable their local leaders were.  Many commented on how they felt their legislator truly listened to them.  

Our members have asked that we continue those meetings this year.  We will be contacting you in the next couple of weeks and inviting you to visit with teachers in your district.  The meetings would take place in early January or Februar ideally, to avoid all the rush of the holidays and the hectic pace of the legislative session.  Local coffee shops or restaurants were the favorite locations last year, so we'll ask if you have suggestions on a comfortable place in your district to get together.  If you can attend, we'll make the arrangements and notify our members.  

If you'd like to contact us before we catch you, please call the AHEM office at 763-421-9110 or email us at ahem@ahem.org.  Enjoy this all too short break and we'll be in touch.

Sincerely,

Julie Blaha




Jill Stoltenburg



       Sandy Skaar


  AHEM Government Relations Chairs





   AHEM President


You are invited to a meeting with

Representative Kathy Tingelstad
Wednesday, December 15th, 4:45 pm

Caribou Coffee on Round Lake Blvd in Andover
(near the intersection of Round Lake Blvd and Bunker Lake Road)
Join us for a for a cup of coffee with local state representative Kathy Tingelstad.  We have a great opportunity to tell this influential member of the Minnesota House of Representatives and our local legislator what it's really like in the classroom this year.  She said last year's meeting with us was helpful and fun, so she's seeking our input again.  We don't need to bury her in facts and figures, just give her real stories from real educators.

The meeting will last no more than an hour and your support will make a big impact on an important local leader.   Please respond to this email if you can attend all or part of the meeting.

Hope to see you on the 15th!

-Julie Blaha and Jill Stoltenburg
AHEM Government Relations Committee


Contact:

Hi, this is ________ and I'm calling from AHEM tonight.  I wanted to remind you about a meeting you are invited to this Tuesday.  
Representative Denise Dittrich will be meeting with us at 4:30 at the Caribou Coffee on 169 in Champlin.

This is a casual meeting where we can talk about what's really going on in our schools.  Do you think you can make it out Tuesday?

Voicemail:

Hi, this is ________ and I'm calling from AHEM tonight.  I wanted to remind you about a meeting you are invited to this Wednesday.  
Representative Kathy Tingelstad will be meeting with us at 4:45 at the Caribou Coffee on Round Lake Blvd and Bunker Lake Road.

This is a casual meeting where we can talk about what's really going on in our schools.  
Please call the AHEM office at 421-9110 if you have any questions.  

Hope to see you Wednesday!
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